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Social Housing
The Guide states that single housing of social species should be the exception. Social housing will be considered 
by AAALAC International as the default method of housing unless otherwise justified based on social 
incompatibility resulting from inappropriate behavior, veterinary concerns regarding animal well-being, or 
scientific necessity approved by the IACUC (or comparable oversight body). When necessary, single housing 
of social animals should be limited to the minimum period necessary and, where possible, visual, auditory, 
olfactory and, depending on the species, protected tactile contact with compatible conspecifics should be 
provided. In the absence of other animals, additional enrichment should be offered, such as safe and positive 
interaction with the animal care staff, as appropriate to the species of concern; periodic release into larger 
enclosures; supplemental enrichment items; and/or the addition of a companion animal in the room or housing 
area. The institution’s policy and exceptions for single housing should be reviewed on a regular basis and 
approved by the IACUC (or comparable oversight body) and/or veterinarian.
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